
GOSPEL RE-DEPICTION* 

1. READ GALATIANS 3:2-3 
“Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by 

hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now 

being perfected by the flesh?” 

2. READ DEVOTIONAL 
We will see as we progress through Galatians that our failure to obey and conform to 

Christ’s character is not a matter of simple lack of will-power, and so we cannot treat 

our failures simply by “trying harder.” After all, resolving to “try harder” is resolving 

to rely on our own efforts to keep a law. We need instead to realize that the root of 

all our disobedience is particular ways we can continue to seek control of our lives 

through systems of works-righteousness.  

The way to progress as a Christian is continually to repent and uproot these systems 

in the same way that we became Christians - by the vivid depiction (and re-depiction) 

of Christ’s saving work for us, and the abandoning of self-trusting effort to complete 

ourselves. We must go back again and again to the gospel of Christ crucified, so that 

our hearts are more deeply gripped by the reality of what He did and who we are in 

Him.  

So, we should not simply say: “Lord, I have a problem with anger (or insert your sin). 

Please remove it by your power! Give me the power to forgive.” Rather, we should 

apply the gospel to ourselves at that point. Paul would tell us that uncontrolled 

bitterness is a result of not living in line with the gospel. It means that though we 

began with Jesus as Savior, something has now become our “functional savior” in 

place of Jesus. Instead of believing that Christ is our hope and goodness, we are 

looking to something else as a hope, to some other way to make us feel good and 

complete. 



Instead of just hoping God will remove our anger (or insert your sin) or simply 

exercising will-power against it, we should ask: “If I am being angry and unforgiving, 

what is it that I think I need so much? What is being withheld that I think that I must 

have if I am to feel complete, to have hope, to be a person of worth?” Usually, deep 

anger is because of something like that. It might be that we want our comfort above 

all other things, and someone has made our lives harder, so we grow angry with 

them. It might be that we’re worshipping other people’s approval and so get angry 

with anyone who in some way thwarts our bid for popularity and respect. 

Comfort, approval, and control; these are functional saviors. When they are blocked, 

we get bitter. The answer is not simply trying harder to directly control anger. It is 

repenting for the self-righteousness and the lack of rejoicing in the finished work of 

Christ which is at the root of the anger. As we make our hearts “look” at Christ 

crucified, the Spirit will work in us to replace that functional savior with the Savior; 

and the root of our anger will wither. 

3. ASK THESE QUESTIONS AND REFLECT 
A. Are you in danger of forgetting that the gospel is the source of your ongoing 

acceptance? How are you forgetting and why do you tend to forget? 

B. How do you “re-depict” Christ to yourself? Would you commit to remembering 

this more when your functional savior creeps up. 

C. Think of a sin that you regularly commit. What are you worshipping more than 

Jesus that causes you to decide to disobey Him? How will you replace that false 

savior with your true Savior next time you’re tempted? 

 
4. PRAY 

Spend a few moments in prayer in light of the reassuring work that the Spirit is doing 

in your life today. 
 
*Taken from Tim Keller’s Galatians For You


